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— S
Secretary Taft.

Tt is & somewhat unusual experience to
possess a publio servant whose useful-
ness and versatility are so generally re-

i that when there is a question of
transferring him from one high post to
‘another the situation is like this:

Just about one-half of the people
would like to see the Hon. WiLLiaM H.
TArr employing his eminent legal abili-
ties and sturdy common sense on the
bench of the Supreme Court of the
United States; at the same time they
would regret profoundly the loas of his
services in the administrative office
whioh he now fills with distinguished
SUOcess,

Unanimously, or nearly so, the other
half of the people believe that the War
Department ought not to lose one of the
best Secretaries it has ever had; at the
same time they regret that by keeping
Mr. TaPT where he is the Judicial De-
partment of the Government is deprived
of his services,

And yet it is olearly impossible, under
the Constitution and laws, to cut Mr,

AFT in twol

Rallroads and the Publlo.

These are the first two sentenoces of the
peroration of the speech upon railway
regulation made in the Senate on March
12 by the Hon. CHARLES A. CULBERSON
of Texas:

“ Already, Mr. President, the general establish-
ment of rates throughout the United States lo
dictated by a body of capltalists who control the
great systems, not much grester In number than
the Interstate C erce C and the
philosophy of this bill {3 to protect the publio in
some degree agalnst the sclfishness of this com-
hination by comferring Ilimited and emergenoy
powers upon an organized, legal and impartial
tribunal whioh will represent fairly every interess
entitled to conalderation, and which will be actuated
and guided by principles of justice, and not the
merciless and despotic standard of what the trafo
will bear. And the publio will ultimately comse
{ato its own.”

For “body of ocapitalista” read “body
of specialists.” For such a body it is

tasion

proposed to substitute a body of inex-

perts. Does Mr., CULBERSON suppose
that some general transformation of
charaoter is to come over the magnified
Interstate Commerce Commission? Some
members of the present body are neither
impartial nor just, at least in their
language; end that may fairly be sup-
posed to reflect their opinions. They
make intemperate attacks upon rail-
roads. They share the fashionable
demagogical gpirit. Will the passage of
the rate regulation bill begin the mil-
lennium? Will a seat in the Interstate
Commerce Commission never again be a
oonsolation prize for politicians out of
a job? Will the slightly increased pay
bring absolutely experienced, competent
rate makers? If so, whence are they to
come?

The public is to come to ite own again,
is it? Are the railroads no part of
the public? Are the multitudes of small
holders of their securities, the multitudes
who work for the railroads directly or
in supplying their machinery, equipment
and manifold needs, no part of the
publio?

Senator CULBERSON and many other
excellent regulators and reformers seem
to think that they can interfere with
or injure this vast construction of labor
and capital and yet leave untouched
and unharmed the rest of the United
States. The theory appears to be that
whatever you do to the railroads will be
felt only by that monster “watered
stocks and bonds.”

New Jersey and the Staten Island
Water Problem.

The opposition in New Jersey to allow-
ing Staten Island to draw a temporary
supply of water from her streams is the
result of unnecessary panio. It comes
of confounding conditions which are
likely to arise in from fifty to a hundred
years with those which exist to-day.

There is reason to think that some
time in the future every drop of fresh
water in the northern half of the State
will be needed for the great communi-
ties of Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson
and Union counties. The present rate
of growth of Paterson, Jersey City,
Newark, the Orange towns, Elizabeth,
Plainfield and a score of smaller places
is rapid enough to create this expecta-
tion, and New Jersey statesmen sit up
nights worrying over the crowding that
will begin when the half dozen tubes
being bored under the Hudson get into
business. The State appears to its own
people to be in this peoullar position,
that while no one can see any limit to
the growth of its population, the limits
of its available water supply are 8o well
“known as to be alarming.

New Jersey has no such illimitable
supply to draw upon as New York State,
which, so far as quantity gces, could
apply the whole United States with
Swaver of first rate quality. New Jersey
has no great lake, and no great river
wholly within her boundaries. Neither
has she any extensive mountain system
to serve as a gathering ground. Her
best river for municipal supply pur-
poses is the Ramapo, but the section
of that stream along which potable
water could be collected and impounded
lies almost entirely within New York
State. The two next best rivers are
already appropriated to the two prin-
clpal cities of the State, the Pequannock

" to Newark and the Rockaway to Jersey
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City. The Hackensack, which furnishes

a large quantity of water of very poor
quality, runs through a low country in
which the construction of great storage
reservoirs is impossible, 'T'he same con-
ditions prevail along the upper reaches
of the Passaic. Yet both of these rivers
supply a number of towns and cities
with water, the most considerable being
Hoboken, which draws from the Hacken=
sack.

When the resources of these streams
and of a few minor ones, all of them
already contributing to the supply of
one village or another, are drained to
the limit, the next available field is the
hilly region of Sussex county with sev=-
eral fair sized creeks, some flowing north
into New York and some into the Dela-
ware, but affording in total no very
encouraging prospect of supplying the
needs of the State. Turning southward,
there is no more water probably than the
local towns and cities will need for their
own use. The outloock seems to be,
therefore, that long before the end of
the century New Jersey will be appeal-
ing to New York for some hundreds of
millions of gallons daily of the water
that we have to spare.

It was this prospect of exhaustion of
the internal supply that led to the enact~
ment recently of a statute forbidding
the sale of water supply from New Jersey
sources outside the State. The consti-
tutionality of that statute is now in
litigation, but it has been upheld in the
lower court, and there is no reason to
doubt that the Appellate Courts will
oonfirm the judgment. Indeed it would
seem as if the State was compelled for
the protection of its own inhabitants in
the future to insist upon the principle
of the measure. But the establishment
of the principle is a very different matter
from compliance with the demand which
Staten Island is now making on a basis
of inter-State comity, and upon which
the welfare and development of that
section of New York city so cogently
depends, .

Staten Island, in fact, concedes the
principle of New Jersey’'s right to her
own waters and her prospective need
for them in limiting her demand to
legislation which would authorize a
contract for a supply for the next fifteen
years, Before the expiration of that
period, her representatives who went
to Trenton on Monday pointed out, New
York city will have completed her own
final system for the supply of all her
boroughs with water for all time,
Staten Island will no longer need to
draw upon New Jersey. But in the
existing crisis there is no other direction
in which she can look for immediate
relief. She has no water herself un-
tainted by seepage from the surrounding
inlets; New Jersey shuts her in on three
sides, and the construction of works by
which she could be supplied'from Man-
hattan or Brooklyn—assuming that there
was at present water to spare from either
~would involve a delay of years,

On the other hand, the link from
Bayonne to Port Riochmond already
existe, The mains are inadequate to
carry the supply of 10,000,000 gallons
daily which Staten Island desires, but
the laying of larger ones under the
narrow neck of the Kill van Kull is an
engineering bagatelle. Speedy relief can
assuredly be given the thirsty island
from that direction.

It is quite oertain, too, that New Jersey
has the water to spare. The proposal is
to draw the supply from Little Falls, a
point on the Passaic River some miles
above the oity of Passaic. The location
is many miles down stream from any
intake for New Jersey use, and many
times ten million gallons of water flow
past it every day in the year, including
the greater part of the flowage of the
Ramapo River, which, as Mr. CROMWELL
has pointed out, carries 150,000,000 gal-
lons of water dally out of New York
State into New Jersgy.

The attitude of some of the New
Jersey authorities, virtually that they
would rather see the water go to waste
than sell it to a neighboring community
in sore need of it, i8 unworthy of the
State. It may, besides, prove a costly
blunder in the long run, If the time
ever comes when northern New Jersey
cities seek permission to fmpound the
waters of the Ramapo within the limits
of this State for their use, a refusal to
grant relief to Staten Island at this time
may come up against them and render
it virtually impossible for them to gain
the privilege, however vital it may be to
their interests.

The War Against Art and Hoke.

Boiling and bitter is the campaign
of the Hon. HOEE SMITH'S enemies
against that illustrious statesman, cheer-
fully obeying “a divine call” to be Gov-
ernor of Georgia. The Hokesmith Vic-
tory, popularly called the “Gal in the
Fountain,” in the Art Gallery of the
Piedmont Hotel in Atlanta,is the loveliest
and the strongest piece of artistio sculp-
ture ever exhibited in Crackerdom, and
not unworthy of the artist to whom it is
attributed, PRAXITELES HERMES. It has
brought hundreds of thousands of pil-
grims to Atlanta. It has developed the
@sthetic sense of the whole country,
Acoording to Dr.THOMAS LAWLESS, it has
increased from a quarter to three-fourths
of an inch the average male right elbow,
Yet hear the bark of envy:

“ Of course, Hokm was forced Into putting up
that bar.”

“ We are real sorry HOEE has a third interest tn
that barroom.”

“The flend who polls every crowd in saloons
declares HOER I8 in the lead.” -

“ Several Mllledgeville gentlemen visited ‘The
Gal In the Fountaln ' in Atlanta and made * contri-
butions to oharity.' Thq big catfish in the foun-
tain also atiracted attention, One gentieman sald
the catfish was an appropriate addition to the
fountaln, and rem!inded him s0 much of Hoks
SarTH~-all mouth.”

" HOKE cannot get away from the odium of ‘The
Gal' " ;

The urbanity and intellectual charm
of these remarks of various newspapers
speak for themselves. The odium of
The Gal! Mr. SMITH does all for art
and gives a third of the receipts to char-
ity. He has made Atlanta famous as
an art centre from Cowaneta to Cathay.
He has turned thirst into a charity so-
ciety. And his reward iz odium!

The white upturned triumphant arms

of that Victory-Gal are ink and greay
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darkness [n comparison with the Hon.
Hoke SmiTH. He is a mountain of enow,
with the fire of genius in his insides.

Base and unworthy as are the things
written about Halo Hokg, they are
ethereal by the side of the caricatures
by which a degraded and impotent art
seeks to insult the discoverer and patron
of “The Gal in the Fountain.” Decrepit
age and milk-toothed childhood have
been impressed for this unholy service.
Two specimens shall be preserved here
for the use of historians of art. This
picture is by JoHN WESLEY PERKINS,
aged 18, of Dawson: -

Young Mr. PERKINS will not rival
Mr. CRUIKSHANK'S “Bottle.” The lame
entable state of campaign poetry in
Georgia is revealed by the accompany-
ing legend:

“1f this 1s Hoke tied to his bar,

Of which we've heard so much,
We think 1t would be better far
It he would quit the church,

“ For man cannot two masters serve,
Altiough a brilllant star;
Now make your cholee and show your nerve,
You'd better quit the bar.”

The next number is “Hoke Enlighten-
ing Georgia,” by an Atlanta collegian,
Mr. EUGENE B. Apams, aged 17:

Every day these execrable shapes are
made to gibber at the good man with
the divine call and one-third of the !?ar
receipts. From these hideous scratches,
unfit even to be scrawled on cave walls
t,y primitive savages, turn to contems-
plate the tranquil and immortal beauty
of The Gal.

Mr. Dalrymple’s Report.

Of the report made by Mr, JAMES DAL~
RYMPLE on the traction situation in
Chicago, to study which he was imported
from Glasgow by Mayor DUNNE after
the voters had declared for “immediate
municipalization” of the street railways,
the meat and essence is contained in
these two short sentences:

“ Speaking generally 1 should say from my
knowledge and experience of what It means to
operate a municipal street rallway system that the
municipalities of the United States are not yet
quite ready to successfully undertake this work.

“1 would certalnly recommend that the street
rallway department be managed by a small come
mittee of tho olty councll, to be chosen irrespective
of polities, and that the whole Internal management
be placed under one permanent offioer.”

Unquestionably Mr. DALRYMPLE real-
ized how improbable, with American
municipal government in its present
stage of development, was the attain-
ment of such conditions as he regards
as essential to municipal success in the
traotion business. A emall committee
of the City Council chosen irrespec-
tive of politics, and one permanent
officer managing all the details of the
enterprise, would be most unacceptable
to the politiclans who have been most
active in the municipal ownership and
operatjon propaganda.

Exoluding politics from munioipal
ownership would rob it of the feature
most attractive to the men now loudest
in its support. Running street railway
cars in the public interest would not
attract them unless there was some-
thing to be got out of it “on the side.”

The Isle of Pines in Geography.

In the minority report which acoom-
panied the transmission of the Isle of
Pines treaty from the committee to the
Senate, the statement was made that
the island is not geographically a part
of Cuba. In reply to this argument a
pamphlet has been prepared in which
specific reference is made to dbout one
hundred different maps and charts issued
by various Governments during the last
400 years. It refers to maps issued by
Great Britain, France, Germany, Hol-
land, Spain, Italy, Mexico and the United
States. All show the island, by color or
by specific reference, as belonging to the
political, geographical or administrative
entity of Cuba.

The earliest maps of Cuba include
the Isle of Pines as they include Cayo
Romana, Cayo Coco and other islands
in Cuban waters. MERCATOR'S maps of
1628, 1634 and 1651 include the island
with the mainland. An American map
of 1680 shows the Isle of Pines and Cuba
in green, while ad jacent islands are blue
and yellow, and Florida, then a Spanish
possession, {8 in brown. CAREY'S (Lon-
don) Geography of 1822 says that the
Isle of Pines is included in the boun-
daries of Cuba. The Humboldt map of
1827, “drawn according to the astro-
nomical observations of Spanish navi-
gators and Baron HuMBOLDT,” shows
Cuba and its insular satellite in the same
color. In BURR'S “Universal Atlas”
(New York, 183¢'\ Cuba and the Isle of
Pines are in vellow, while Porto Rico is
red. GREENLEAF, BRADFORD, COLTON,
MoRSE, MiTCHELL ziid RAND & MCNALLY
all follow the same color plan of showing
Cuba and the Isle of Pines as a geographi-
cal unit. The same political possession
is shown by American military mdps
and naval hydrographic charts.

So far as maps, atlases, charts and
physical geographies, covering four cen-
turies, may be accepted as evidence,

m—
this question should be’ regarded as
settled. From this it would appear,
conclusively, that when Spain “relin-
quished” the island of Cuba she did not
“cede” the lsle of Pines.

The De Forest Tenement House Commis-
sion found that a single year's record of
casualties at tenement fires in this town
included forty-one persons killed and
thirty-four seriously injured. The high
rate of mortality was due chiefly to the
rapidity with which flames and smoke
penetrate to the living apartments of a
house in which openings, like dumbwaiter
shafts, air shafts and etaircases, extend
from the cellar to the top floor.

Of several hundred fires investigated by
the commission, more than a fourth orig-
inated in cellars. Consequently, in draw-
ing up the building law that was afterward
adopted by the Legislature, the commission
provided that no bakery or any other
“place of business fn which fat is bolled”
shall be maintained in a tenement house
unless the establishment is wholly separated
from the rest of the bullding by fireproof
walls and cellings.

The provision made it impossible longer
to connect cellar bakeshops with street
floor salesrooms by means of dumbwaiters.
A bill introduced into the Legislature by
Senator CoaarsHALL of Oneida, at the in-
stance of the New York Retail Bakers'
Assoclation, seeks to restore the banlshed
dumbwaiter to oellar bakerles. Simlilar
measures have been defeated in previous
Leglislatures, and the present one will no
doubt meet the same fate. Meanwhile,
however, Senator CoaarsmALL of Oneida
has put New York city under a new debt of
gratitude which ite voters are unable to
discharge at the polls.

8t. PATRICK was born of “decent people,”
aooording to the old song long popular in
Ireland. His memory has been kept green
by the loyal affection of the people of Ire-
land, who have honored him as no other
country has honored its patron saint.

New York city's manufactures are, to a
great extent, of the textile rather than the
rolling mill variety. Hats, embroideries,
silks, millinery goods, laces and artificial
flowers are made here in vast amount. The
persistent amoke nuisance is a direct in-
jury to all these trades and industries,
while its continuance would not injuri-
ously affect chain making; billet casting,
structural iron work, rope weaving and
boiler riveting.

’

Everything Proteeted but the Forelgn
Golng Amerioan Ship.

To Tae Eprror or THE Sun—Sir: WIl
you explain what it |s that differentiates our
foreign going shipping from our other na-
tlonal industries in the matter of national
protection against foreign competition? By
treaties more than thirty in number we have
eatopped ourselves from protecting our
foreign golng marine through the Instru-
mentality of the tariff, as our other industries
are protected, There seems to be left for
us only subsidies and bounties, such as other
nations give their merchant shipping. But
protectionist newspapers, in considerable
number, make a great outory against suoh
& course. What is to be done? Stick to
free trade, as we have done, in respect to
our shipping, for forty-five years more, and
efface it from the seas? Proteotionist news-
papers advocate—some of them—admitting
forelgn buflt vessels to Amerkcan registry.
Nobody would do it if he could; but, if he
would, who suppoges that that would satisfy
those who demand an American merchant
marine? Why suppose that our lhl?plng
would thrive under full free trade, with high
protection the national policy?

Admiral Dewey and the Arimmy War College,
President Roosevelt and many of his prede-
cessors, have all shown that a merchant
marine is needed for natsional defence pur-
poses, & requirement that raises the gquestion
far above the plane of mere economics, and
yet the opposition persists. Its only effect
oan mean the ocontinuation of the foreign
monopoly of our foreign carrying, allke a
menace to the stability of our export trade
and a weakening of our natlonal reserve
forces.

The time to build up our shipping in the
foreign trade is now; we never needed It more
than now. Let us have it.

Hanvey D, GOULDER,
President, Merchant Marine League of the
United States.
CLEVELAND, Ohio, March 18.
el S S
Confidence In the American Soldler,

To TaE EptTor or THE SuUN—Sir: Permit
me to thank TeEe SUuN for the attitude taken
in regard to the battle for which Gen. Wood
and his soldiers were thanked by the Presi-
dent.

From now on we may expeot more or less
hysterloal slobber on the part of the yellow
agitators and others who are all too prone to
cauge themeelves much undue angnish about
matters of which they know nothing.

At no period in American history has the
Amerioan soldier been guilty of slaughtering
women and children Intentionally. From
Lexington to Bantiago we find him to be the
same patient, loval fighter and sympathetio
foe that he is to-day.

The Incidents at the orater, regrettable as
thoy are, were beyond the power of the com-
mander to avoid, In a hand to hand fight
with Mohammedan fanatics there isn't much
time to exchange cards.

In particular, your attitude toward Gen,
Wood is a manifestation of the square deal
that willappeal to all right minded Americans.
The United Btates army and navy and the
Natlonal Guard are at all times worthy of the
confidence of the American people.

NEWBURGH, March 16. C. M. MILLER.

The Advantage.
Knicker—What do you think of speliing reform?
Booker—~Fine; nobody would find out you didu't
know how.

$t. Patfriok’s Day for Molly,

Now, Molly dear, the time lias come, 80 let me hear
ye 88y

The words that I've been longin' for since last
St. Pathrick's day:

‘Twas this day twelvemonth that we met, upon
Fifth avenoo,

Whin I was marcohin' wid the byes, an' saw yer
eyes of blue.

Ye stood Inside a windy of a mansion big an’ grand,

An' won me heart intolrely whin ye waved yer
little hand:

The manslon wasn't yours, machrees, but prettier,
I'll awear,

Were you than your young misthress, as she stood
beslde ye there.

Your prisent place as lady's mald will not be yours
for long,

For 1'!n In politics, me dear; me “pull” is fine an'
sthrong;

An' 80, It you'll take pity, Moll, before a year has
flown,

You'll look from out the windy of a mansion of
yer own,

To-day, avic, yeo'll see me whin the big parade
goes by,
A-riding on a charger, while the cheerin' thousands

cry.

An' whin 1 wateh the windy, in the mansion where
you'll be,

Me heart will keep a-thumpin' #ill yer darlin' face
1 see. )

So, 1f you mane to bave me dear, Just wave yer
little hand,

An' shmile just like a year ago, an' I will under-
shtand;

The weather may be stormy, but [t will not make
me pine,

For, It ye smile, acushla, sure the sun will seem
to shine.

*Tis but a month till Alsther, an' we've time to have
the “banns”

Read out at mass, me dearte, so that all the Irish
clans

Will know that Molly Grogan an' yours truly,
Michael Dunn,

Wil be atin' eggs logether Alsther Sunday night
4 puE DAL B B R ALy e

THE CONSULAR REFORM (ON«
VENTION.

Wasninaron, March 16.—The capital has
been the s»ene this week of a convocation
having for its object the advancement of
certain special interests. 1t was formed of
soores of members of the National Consular
Reform Association. It might have been
better had the gathering occurred a little
earlier in the Congressional session, inas-
npuch as the matter dissussed has already
been acted on by the Senate and has re-
celved some, though perhaps not final, con-
sideration In the House.

It is not often that Congress acts in a way
whioh either is or seems to be directly con-
trary to public opinlon and the welfare of
the country. We believe that this conven-
tion represented the interests and voloed
the conviction of probably not less than 08
per cent, of the American people. The de-
mand for an improved consular service,
for the best servioe and the best system, is
praotically unanimous. There is probably
no man in Congress who would advocate
an inferior service, but there is evident
fallure in that body to conour in the opinion
of the Administration and of our commer-
cial bodies regarding the best means of se-
ouring a superior service. It seems to us
that the position taken by Congress is quite
indefensible. Admitting that the action
thus far taken on the Lodge bill provides
for a better service than we now have, the
fact stands that it does not provide for as
good a service as we might have and should
have.

In his address to the members of the con-
vention the President said:

Make the entrance to the service as far as possible
non-partisan and make it at the lower grades, so
that desirable positions shall come to those who
have rendered good and faithful service in the
lower grades, and so that those entering the lower
grades ghall feel that if they do well they have a
long and worthy career ahead of them.

In its opposition to this sound recom-
mendation Congress occupies a very lonely
position. The President is against it;
the Secretary of State is against it; the
country is against it; and Speaker Can-
non has declared himself in line with the
views of the President. If Mr. Roossvelt
and Mr. Cannon would put their shoulders
to the consular reform wheel as they have
to the really less important joint Statehood
enterprise, it is probable that with the back-
ing of the country the obduracy of the Sen-
ate and Houss might be overcome and the
Lodge bill passed without amendment.

There is, however, one feature of the case
which requires attention. The interest
taken in devising a consular system should
not be allowed to befog the main issue.
Our oconsular system is a ocontributory in.
fluence in a larger matter than the system
itself. Itisintended to aid in the extension
of our commerce. But it should not be
forgotten that such extension is only in a
comparatively small way dependent upon
conditions in the consular service. An
overdependence upon that particular con-
tributory force is quite like sitting idly at
home because we cannot ride to our busi-
ness in an automobile.

After all, the extension of commerce does
and must depend primarily 1ipon individual
initintive and aoctivity. A better mervice
would be a help, undoubtedly, but even
with our present service our export trade
has increased from $824,800,186 for the
calendar year 1895 to $1,626,083,542 for the
calendar year 1005, an increase of practi-
cally 100 per cent. in ten years.

An improved consular service would be
a valuable auxiliary in greater and more
rapid inorease in sales for export, and the
country would be glad to see the Congress
brought to a better frame of mind about
the matter. Nevertheless, foreign trade
may be greatly extended without an ideal
consular corps. In fact, we can do a large
business if we will, even with a much poorer
pervice than we are at all likely to have.

Foes of Carnegified Spelling.

Tu THEE EDITER OF THE® SUN—Sur: Thal askt
mee tu kum intu thee moovinent tu teetsh Mr.Carne-
gle speling, Wy duzz hee kalr tu lurn speling at
hiz vennurabl yeerz? Josh Blllings, that pyuneer,
galv It up wile stil In the zeenith ov hiz yooth.

I nevur let ennlthing lyk that wurri mee. Tu
spel tu wel myt Injer ml orijinalitl. Wy duzzent
Mr, Carnegle kut theez Shakespeare plalz that
talk from tu tu tu owers and a hafl, and salv ower
preshus tym?

For Instunz, “Othelo” shood not talk moar than
8 few wurds:

“Jellus Othelo (kullurd) smuthurd his wyf (wyt)
Desdimoana last nyt, Immeejatll nyfing himself.
Notlss ov fewnural laitur.” Yoors,

OwWEN WISTER.

BROWN'S MILLS-IN-THE-PINES, N, J., March 15,

To THE Epirorn oF THE SUN-—Sir: Carnegle's
spelling reform suggestion makes me very weary.
He thinks it will simplify matters. whereas it will
make spelling and reading infinitely more com-
plicated than ever. It will take a very wise man
to recognize his own language when Carnegle's
crowd gets through with it, if they hayve thelr way.

NEw YoRrk, March 16. E. H. J.

The God in the Car,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—SIir: After walting
at Ninth avenue and T'wenty-third street for more
than ten minutes in & hard storm, I boarded the
first car that came along, forgetting to look at the
slgn. I had not gone more than five blocks when
1 heard a passenger exclalm: “Why, I thought I
was on an Amsterdam avenue car.” “So did I;
please give me a transfer,” I sald,

The conductor Informed us both that “we had a
right fer to look." Then he turned his baock and
muttered things that were anything but ite,
1 sald;: “I cannot hear through the back of your
head. If you are sayilng things I should hear,
turn around; if not, keep suil"

Ho replled: “Yeez only got a block to walk over
to Amsterdam, anyhow,” but did not add—in a
pelting rain.  Then be stepped outslde and slammed
the doors shut In such an ugly manner that \f 1
bhad been a man 1 would have followed bLim and
“had ft out with him.”

The conduotors certainly are the galners by
this new rule, for it supplies them with still greater
opportuniiies for insolence.  DATLY TRAVELLER.

NEW YORE, March 16,

Indigestive Georgiana.

To THE EDrroR oF THR SUN—Sir: The letter
on “Love and Indigestion” In to-day's SUN reminds
me of Dickens's desoription of Georglana, one of
the “toadles and humbugs” who surrounded Miss
Hovisham: “An Indlgestive single woman who
called her rigldity rellglon, and her liver love.”

NEw York, Maroh 15 K.

The Fassing of the “Silver Dollar,”
“Sliver Dollar Smith's onoce famous galoon op
Fssox street 1s to be turned luto a furniture factory,
~THE SUN.
EMpso tempore, the East Slde, too, must feel
The tooth of change, the Imprint of Time's heel,
That tramples even where the pushcarts wheel.

But yesterday the chronicler of “Rosey” dled,

And with him vanished a full score bes!de,

Thoe Glolsteln Fishing Club rowed with the ebbing
tide

And now the ball, once paved with shining ocoln,
Once rivalling the glit of Tenderloin—
On “Silver Dollar” Smith's fate seta her foin.

Time was—not long ago—in Essex strect,
1f one could looss a disk with ‘deft scraped feet
And steal out unobserved—why, {t was meet,

None but a hero, “Long Reach Reagan's" sort,
Could on those marble slabs infliot & tort.
For Smith would guard his troasures 4 fa mort.

The froth of a pollce court, clotted hrr:s.
Was mixed with fellow froth of wine and beer.
Rude boot heels ground the dollars year by year.

Lachesis fixes lengths for every thread.
The world is either dying or quite dead,
And “Are afque vale” must be sald.

Where once the thick line of the thirsty stood,
Will toll the humble laborer in wood,
'Mid ghosts that he could not have understood,

Ehew fugaces! Just a passing shade,
A little stage whercon was played
Much tru’lomﬁnodv. The foo:ﬂcli fade

T blid o l.b“

M R . W
A TAX WAR IN SOUTH APRICA?
Two Celleetors Killed—Basutos and Zulug

Talking Fight.

To thar Epiton op Trx Bux—8ir: Though
there 1s & good deal of reticence on the part
of the Natal papers regarding the npative
troubles in that colony and Zululand, there
is enough to show that there exigts a some-
what critleal situation in the imposition and
dolléetion of the new taxes. The killing of
two tax collectors in the resistance made by
the natives in the Richmond didtrict south of
Pietermaritzburg resulted in the wholesale
punishment of the natives by the burning of
their kraals and the destruotion of their crops,
while quite a number, including women and
ohfldren, are reported to have been killed,
and no one arrested for the deaths of the
two tax collectors,

A correspondent writing to the Times of
Natal from ths Camperdown district stated
that out of 5,640 natives liable to the poll tax
only 120 so far had paid, and they were, with
the exception of about half a dozen, natives
in the service of whites. The recalcitrants
were in native areas or locatlons, In one
case a native who had paid without having
been authorized by his chief to do so was
murdered. This fact of the natives looking
to thelr chlefs for permission or orders to
pay the tax is giving some concern to the
colonial authorities, as it reveals an unex-
pected survival of influence and authority by
the chiefs over the people. Natives in service
who had been called to their kraals by their
olifefa when the tax was imposed returned,
saying they were going to pay and not fight,
and appeared to be much relleved in conse-

quenoce.
In the meantime, there is a great deal of
unrest among the whites In eutlying dia-
ricts, and from one there was & trek to
iotermaritzburg as the result of a scare;
as “a pn{w-

wae afterward described
Bites for

tice it mobilization,”
laagers were being selected at different points
in which the white settlers oould take refuge
on the firat sign of danger, and await relief
by the militia and other colonial forces.

Another cauge of disquiet among both the
natives and whites was that alleged emis-
saries of Dinjzulu, the paramount chief of
Zululand, weré goling :bout the country tell-
ing the people that the Basutos and Zulus
were golng to join in a war against the whites.
One who was arrested stated that himself
and the nine others who were sent from
Basutoland to Dinizulu had been instructed
by him to tell all the natives in Natal to kill
all their pigs, hide their pots and other
utensils of European manufacture, to get r!
of all pigs' fat, and to take off European
clothing and return to the leather garments
in use in the old days. Those who refused
to obey these instructions would be “eaten
up” by Dinizulu when war came. In one
part of the country, as & result of the pas-
sage thro it of these emissaries, most of
the natives killed their pigs. There was fear
and unrest everywhere among them.

Two other alleged emissaries who were
arrested were tried along with the other for
spreading alarms throughout the country
and being found guilty were each sentenc
to six months imprisonment with labor
and to receive fifteen lashes, At the time of
the leaving of the mail no further indications
of trouble had been reported, and Dinizulu
hi since gome pmoull{.to the col-
ector in his district and paid his tax, thus
helping #o relleve the situation somewhat.

NEw Yorx, March 16 F.
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EDWIN BOOTH.

Should There Not Be a Monument Here
to the Greatest Amerioan Aotor?

To tHE Epitor or Ta® SuNn—Sir: THR
Sun this morning states that there is a move-
ment on foot to erect a statue in Central
Park to Joseph Jefferson. Such a movement
should surely be encouraged by every lover
of dramatic art, but it appears to me there
is another American actor in whose memory
a monument should have been bullt long ago.
I refer to Edwin Booth, the greatest actor of
his day and generation, by far the greatest
actor, upon the whole, that America has ever
produced.

«There may have been two or three actors,
like the elder Booth, for example, as Richard
111., Salvini as Othello and Forreat as King
Lear, who surpassed Edwin Booth in those
particular roles; but what actor ever attained
the eminence of Booth in such varled parts
as Hamlet, Richelieu, ‘aoo Bertuccio, Brutus,
and Sir Gilea Overredch? In these characters
Booth was matchless and supreme, while he
also olosely rivalled, and in 2;9 oglnlon of
many equalled, if not excelled, & e actors

roles

0
?rev ously mention in the made
‘amous by them

No actor before or gince has been so rever:
%g the American people as Edwin Boot

e tumultuous demonstrations accord
him by the people, the wild enthusiasm his

enius evoked, have had no parallel sinoe on
the American stage. Buch scenes are never
witnessed on the stage to-day, and would
be a revelation to the theatregoers of the
present generation.

dwin Booth's private charaoter was of a

standard egual to his dramatic genius—

entle, mz:'teroun, modest, pure and noble

earted, this great American actor needs no
monument other than his character to live
forever in the hearts bf the people whom he
inspired with the genius of his noble art,
Yet here in New York, where he was so espe-
clally loved and admired, surely there should
be some lasting monument to him as a testie
monial of our appreciation and indebtedness.

In these dain of dramatio degeneracy
surely it is well that the fame and name of
Edwin Booth should be cherished. It is often
said of us by our critics that in our mad rush
for things material we lose sight of higher
things, In the failure thus far to honor the
memory of Edwin Booth we do alike injus-
tice to ourselves and to the art wWhich he so
glorified. . E. H. 8.

NEw Yonx, March 16.

TWO GREAT CAMPAIGNS.

Mrs. Benton's Epigram, Speeches by Web-
ster and Clay's Defeat.

To THE EDrron oP THE SUN-Sir: I see in your
paper somo reminiscences of the campalgns of
1840 and 1844. I remember in 1844 hearing a Meth-
odist minister from Auburn speak. He was In
great demand, and was so popular that he was
appointed ohaplain of Auburn State prison. He
used excellent arguments and told good stories.
I remember one. It seems Colonel Benton was very
{ndignant at Frémont's attentlons to Jessle Benton
and he was telllng what he would do, and one thing
was that he would “glve him hell.” His wife, who
was a very miM woman, put her hand on his shoulder
and sald: “Hadn't you better give him Jessiet”

In 1840 1 rode with twenty ather young men
twenty-five miles to Francestown, N. H., to hear
Webster speak. We got there early and heard
some of the best campalgn singing that I ever heard.
As It looked showery some people were afrald
Webster might not come, although he spoke at
Nashua the day before. But soon In the distanoce
onthe hill we saw a barouche drawn by four horees,
and the cry arose, “There's Webster.,” After go-
ing slowly down the steep hill the horses galloped”
through the valley and up the next hill, where
hundreds of people had flocked to cheer.

Webster rose up a little, ralsed his hat and made
the most majestic bow that I ever saw, His speech
was recelved with great enthiusiasm, for the people

! of New Hampshire were very proud of him.

I next heard Webster In 1848, in Boston, In his
great speech on the completion of the Bunker HiN
Monument. The stand was facing the monument,
President Tyler and his Cablnet wereon the plat.
form; Aalso a number of Revolutionary patriots,
many of whom were assisted up the steps. One
hundred thousaud people stood before Webster,
When he was through gentlemen upon the platform
came up to shake bands and congratulate him.

In the rear of the great mass of people on the
slde of Buuker HIll were scated 8,000 ladies, who
waved thelr handkerchiefs when Webster closed.
Some one called Webster's attention to the sea of
handkerohiefs and he showed by his smile that he
was very much pleased. I, 8

NEw YORK, March 10.

To THE EDITOR OPF THR SUN—Sir: The old cam.
palgn songe of the '408 referred to by your cor-
respondents recall to my mind the great griet and
disappointment felt by the Whigs when the news
was confirmed of the election of James K. Polk.

Inteligence relating to the clection was very
slowin coming from the several States In those ante-
rallroad, ante-telegraph days, and the first returns
showed that Henry Clay had certalnly triumphed,
When his defeat was at¢ last really made known I
remember seeing my father, who was scated {n his
library, upon being told of the fact, take his ban-
danna handkerchief and putting i1t to his face ory
Ifke a child. He was then In his sixty-fourth year,
and up 1o the time of his death, twenty-elght years
subsequently, he never forgot the bitter frustration
of his most sanguine hopes and expectations of the
election of his ldolizod American statesman, the
gifted, eloquent “Harry of the West.”

Is It not true that the politloal campalgns of
1840 and 1844 stirred up from the heart's deepest
dopths more feellng and enthusiasm exhiblted In
song and open emotlon than any that preceded
or have since followed them? ag. B,

NEw YORK, March 16.

———————

Might Be Worse.
Knloker~The car company makes you ask for
1) mr when you pay your fare,
—Suppase they ounly geve' it whes
A e senyy - i -

prOe V) ibatiche i o 4

~

BOSTON SIMPLICITY.
Sweet Indocence and Lingering Bucollo
Curiesity of Hubbites.

To tax Epiron or Tue S8uN—Sir: Every
oftizen of New York will feel pride Ln tho
picture your Boston correspondent “Aber<
jona” draws of the Ineffable charm that per-
vades our town, The offer of the foan of an
umbrella by a hotel clerk; the suave, nac. fous
politeness of our street car conductors; t:):
delloate oconsideration automobilists acco
to pedestrians. the oleanliness of our streets
and the order maintained therein; the modest,
shrinking, self-abnegation of waiters at our
restaurants in aoccepting tips: the joyous,
conversational animation of audiences at our
opera house during the performance, ud::;
complimentary comparison between it
the Chicago Auditorium, &o.

“Aberjona’'s” letter confirms an impres-
slon I derived during & recent visit in Boston
of the spontaneous, bucolic simplioity that
animates the people of that town. While
there 1 had ocoaslon to call upon an ace

lives in Beacon street, below
Charles, where there are houses on either
side of the roadway. A bachelor of mature
years, retired from business and & man of

room, where he habitually. sits,

window gives him an extensive outlook up
and down the street. We were engaged in
desultory talk when the rumble of a cart was
heard. It stopped, followed by the rattle of
coal, Instantly my scquaintance was on the
alert, and with that spontaneous, genuine
{nterest in & nelghbor’s aftairs so character-
{stic of New England M%MMMJ
“Hello! There's J— y

*Pears to me he's burnin® a lot

u'mtu.;l %u.! winter!”

e ot g dore e TSR
0!

51‘: sound of carriage vphegln was hea

ddan cessat
8o lona'!..;iokb’;g'outhar ook out of the

Mléne.w ight days."”
to Boston m v ?
Now, whatgcnn more upt.rv'um; tham
this plcture of a man, endowed with every
material resource, sitting at & window o
residence in Beacon street, the most exciu-
sive and fashionable thoroughfare of Booto:‘
and finding enjoyment even in the go
lnslgnlﬂcsm details of his neighbors’ iy
life? In what other town of its size other
than Boston shall we find such cnnﬂl;:
altrulsm, such sympathetically [nquisitive
interest in the domgs of ?

NEw YoRk, March 16, INGENTUOUS.

Colored Supplements and Education.

To THE Eprion or TaEEr SuN—Sir: Mr. Loomis,
through your columns, asks some one cise to say
something about the colored supplements to the
newspapers, and I am tempted $o reply. I have
& faint suspiclon that Mr. Loomis was mot alto-
gether fronical, ad that he and Mr. Jerome K.

Jorome disagreed in thelr discussion of the educa-’

tional value of such an addition to a newspaper,
but that Mr. Jerome had something to say which
was worth hearing.

There 1s no doubt that both children and adulta
learn more accurately through the sensc of sight
than through any other sense. A lawyer who can
draw can explain what he is trylog to explain much
better than ame who cannot.

Any one who has heard his chiidren ask cagerly
for the colored page will appreciate Its value im
arousing the chlld's mind to a sense of color, ao-
companied with a keen critlclsm of {ts druth In
copying najure. Ohligren, as adults, soom the
untrue, whether color or legends, but an exhibition
of the false tends to education as well as an exhibl-
tlon of the true, even If to a lesser extent.

The colored supplement, well colored and with
good, whol tnt ting legend Id be &
boon to man, woman and chlld. The whole “nub*
lles In what I8 1llustrated and how well it 1s done.

NEw YOoRrk, March 16. J, E. HINDON HYDR.

. Whiskers in Town Politics.
Stouz City correspondence S:. Paul Dispaich.

Whiskers may be an issue {n the forthcoming
elty campalgn, They will be the shaggy cluster
which adorn the physiognomy of Fred Lerch,
health oficer.

OMeers assoclated with Lerch believe this im-
penetrable hedge affords a too comfortable retreag
for dangerous microbes. It {s the duty of the
health officer to malntaln quarantines, and he is
often called upon to visit the premises where the
deadly disease is in progress,
to take great care to disinfeot his beard, there |8
grave doubt {n the minds of the city physiclan and
men about the police statlon that this s done.

The ofce is appolntive, and Lerch will likely
align bimself with the man who will guarantee the
safety of both his job and his whiskers, He s
very influentlal among the Germans of the city,
and his pull will be worth the careful considera-
tlon of any candldate,

Lerch's whiskers are excessively luxuriant, cov-
ering his entire face. Health Officer Ross 1s & most
persistent warrior against the microbe, and he has
had it pointed out to him that in order to be thor-
oughly consistent he will be obliged to Insist om
the separation of OfMcer Lerch and his whiskers,

Guatemalan Currency,
I'rom the San Franeisco Chronicle.

“If you want to undergo the pleasing hallucina-
tlon for a brlef moment that you are just rolling
in wealth, go down to Guatemala,” remarked
George T. Klink, who Is Just back from a trip to
Central America. “The exchange on gold Is twelve
to one, which explains the joke. One of the first
things I did when I landed In Prestdent Cabrera’s
realm was to change $0 in gold to the eurrency
the country, and they handed me $720. 1 really
hated to take the money. The lluslon whs qulckly
dispelled, however, when 1 started out to spend
some of it. 1 procured a shave, a hair cut and a
shine, and it made a surprisingly blg hole in $20,
Iv's a pleasing 1llusion while it lasts, however, It
you want to feel how It Is to be a milllonalre go
down there with a month's wages aud buy a trunk-
ful of paper money."

Russla's Lucky Strike,

Russian newspapers say that a new oll field hag
been located In the Russlan northeast In Europe,
which promises to exceed In quantity the oil fields
on the Casplan, while the quallty 1s much superior.
The Casplan oll 1s heavy, and, barrel for barrel,
does not produce more than half as much llluminat.
ing oll as does the American crude oill. The new
“find” Is in the valley of the Pechora, about 800
miles south of the Arctic and 400 mlles east by
south from Archangel, In an uninhablted wilder-
ness. At present the new field is unavatlable, bus
about 400 to 500 miles of rallway, connecting with
a now line castward from St. Petersburg, will rem-
edy that dificulty.

Not only Is oll in vast quantity reported, but {t ls
sald that the reglon abounds In copper mines,

Voloe From British Columbla,
From the Victorla Colonist,

The Jogloal result of the policy of the Liberal
Government In respect to imperial relations will be
that in fifteen or twenty years more there will be
complete separation from the mother counsry, with
the crownlng success of the applioation of the Mon-
roe Doctrine to the whole of North Ameriea, The
fnger of fate, ubder Liberal rule, points as directly
to consolidation with American Interests and na-
tionality as though it were palnted (n large letters
at the doors of the Domiuton capital:

“THIS WAY TO WASHINGTON."

Modest Mr, Dolliver.
F'rom the Congressional Record.

Mr, Dolliver—I will say to my honored friend
(Mr. Tlilman] that I have my first boast to make
on this floor of belng a great lawyer. I have not
acquired the art of saylng of one that he s the
greatest lawyer In the world and of another that
he 18 stlll greater, and \ien advancing my own
opinion contradicting both,

Mr. Tliman—I admire the Senator's modesty
much. We all know that in the bottom of his syl
he thinks ho Is as groat a fawyer as elther of them.
[Lavgiter.)

e e t—
Snowshoes Tor Horses,
From the Stsamboat Sentinel .

Charles McCormick, the janitor at Hahn's Peak
has perfected a set of web snowshoes for his houu.'
and 18 now doing dally stunts, very muoh to the
amusement of those who are residing in the oounty
seat this winter, It Is sald the horses soon become
accustomed to the shoes and manipulate them with
the same ease that a man does. Those Who have
;ulcl;led the performance say that the scheme is

easible.

Brave Woman's Matrimonial Prospects,
Morglana had justsealed up the forty thieves.
“And yet," she sighed, "I'll bet it will be my fate

:;.‘n?m & man who is afrald to look under the
Thus we may perceive that she had a rare Insighs

'

While he clalms -
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